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Making 
the Isles of Fear 
the Isles of Faith 


A Pageant of Christianity’s Advance in the Philippine Islands. 


By MIss RUTH SWANSON 


PURPOSE: The purpose of this pageant is to show the establishment 
of Christianity in the Philippine Islands, the progress of the Islands under 
Spain and the United States, and to suggest that the only solution for her 
progress in the future is a deeper knowledge and a more vital experience 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


CHARACTERS: Suggestions are given as to the number of characters 
in each part. The number may be added to or decreased according to the 
' number of participants available. Costumes may be used or _ not. 
Costumes are suggested but where they are not practical, placards or 
symbols suggesting the various characters may be used. Stage grouping 
will depend largely on the number of participants and the size of the stage. 
Very few suggestions are given. 


There are only three speaking parts. The reader takes all the des- 
criptive passages. He should have a clear strong voice. Dr. Jose Rizal, 
the best loved Filipino hero, gives one of the speeches and Miss Filipinas, 
- representing the Islands as a whole, makes a plea in the Finale. The rest 
of the pageant is pantomime. A choir behind the scenes, or to one side, 
should sing the songs suggested. Others may be added. Having the songs 
played will help if no choir is available. Solos and duets may be used to 
vary the program. If printed programs are not used, it will be well to 
have an announcer tell the audience the title of each episode. . 


ASSISTANCE: If at all possible get some Filipino students to help 
you with this pageant. You will enjoy knowing them and they can help 
you do it as it should be done. If you do not know any you can get the 
names and addresses of those nearest you though the Executive Office 
of the Filipino Students Christian Movement in America, 347 Madison 
Avenue, New York City. 


EXPRESSED GRATITUDE: The author wishes to express her hearty 
appreciation of the valuable help given in the preparation of this pageant 
by Miss Mary Evans of the Methodist Episcopal Mission. 
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_ Introduction — 
The Planting of Christianity 


-Stage—There may be a few trees in the background if as 























TABLEAU I. . 
Reader—‘“The discovery of the Philippine Islands by Magellan mark the 
beginning of the Islands’ history for most writers, tho history da S 
from far earlier times. ~ 
_ In 1521, Magellan had mass celebrated, erected a cross, and ti 
possession of the Islands for the King of Spain. , 
In 1564, Legaspi, a soldier, and Urdaneta, a soldier priest, formed — 
the first Spanish settlement in the Philippines. The flag of Spain an : 
the cross of Christ went hand in hand.” 3a 
Action—Spanish music played. 
Enter a Sanish general, Magellan, bearing the flag of Spain an 
a priest bearing the cross of Christ.. These move across the stage t 
left center. The cross is planted—priest and soldier kneeling while 
the choir sings “In the Cross of Christ I Glory.” There may be more 
than one soldier, also Filipinos peeping out at them from behind trees. 
A boat drawn up as on the shore and characters stepping out of it, ~ 
would add to this scene. The Spanish flag can be made as follows: 
Three yellow and two red stripes running lengthwise of the flag so 
that the stripes are yellow, 1/6th of width of flag; red 1/6th of width; 
yellow, 2/6th of width; red, 1/6th the width; yellow, 1/6th the width. 
Spanish soldiers wore helmets, edges sloping up to an inverted Vin 
front and forming a slight projection at the back. A rounded, smooth a 
edged, blade like cockscomb stood erect on the top of the helmet. ae 
These may be made of heavy black paper. =: 
All characters withdraw except the digas who stands and holds 
the cross. : 


TABLEAU II. 


Reader—Whole acer: were baptized into the new faith and in thirty- se 
five years after the arrival of Legaspi in Cebu, Christianity was 
established in the Archipelago. “A true faith and sincere love for My 
humanity guided the first missionaries.” 
Action—Music: Chorus of “Beneath the Cross of Jesus.” =e 
Enter Miss Filipinas from the right, accompanied by children, 
young people and adults. They move to the center left where they 
kneel before the cross while the priest raises his hand in blessing. 
While they still kneel, the priest walks thru the ezouy in a kindly. = 
fashion. a 


Lights dim out or curtain falls.. All go off stage. 
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_ Filipinas may wear the old fashioned Filipina dress, or where that 
is not available, a loose white robe with the word “Philippines” on a 
ribbon across the chest. At that time the Filipino women wore the 
flare skirt reaching to the ankles, made of striped material with the 
stripes running up and down, with an overskirt or tunic to the knees 
= of other striped material over it. The waist was made of a light ma: 
| terial with long wide sleeves. A large square of embroidered silk or 
material like the waist was folded triangularly and worn over the 
shoulders. 


The women may wear dresses similar to the above, or a long flare 
skirt with a short waist, having short sleeves-of some lighter material. 


The girls and young men dress much as American young people. 
The young men might wear coat-like shirts of a thin organdie-like 
material. In that case, the shirt tails should hang out over the trousers. 


The little boys should wear short red trousers and white waists or 
simply undervests, the little girls red or other bright colored one piece 
dresses reaching below the knees. They should all be barefooted. 


EPISODE I. 
The Philippines Under the Spaniards. 


- Stage setting—No scenery necessary. Chair in center of stage. Stand- 
ards on the right and left sides for flags. Spanish flag and cross 
at the back center. The lights grow dimmer as episode progresses. 
(A rheostat with a sliding contact will be a great help. If one cannot 
be obtained, one may be made from a four quart glass jar and salt 
solution. This should be done by one knows enough about electricity 

to accomplish it without danger to himself or others. 


Prelude—Spanish music. 


TABLEAU I. | 


Reader—Let me quote the words of Dr. Jose Rizal, Filipino patriot and 
S martyr, “But in a few decades how changed! Gone were the con- 
secrated spirits who sacrificed their lives and homes for the people; 
forgotten was the spirit of self sacrificing patriotism, and in its place 
was the iron clad spirit of the orders, seeking wealth and power, ever 
more power, and sacrificing to that fetish patriotism, justice, right- 
eousness, and morality.” 
Action—Miss Filipinas comes in blindfolded and bound, with a dark 
ragged robe over her regular costume. The later may be a Filipina 
dress of present day style, or it may be an American dress, since most 
of the young girls wear that style. Or she may be draped in the colors 
of the Filipino flag, red, white, blue and gold. Or she may have on the 
white robe of scene one. Whatever she wears will be covered with the 
dark ragged covering until the very last of the pageant. She wears a 
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large cross and carries a Bible that is chaiied: and padlocked. ( 

her are several children and young people. Some of these, tikes M 

Filipinas, may wear loose, ragged clothes that can easily be throws n 

off when they are unbound. Under these outer clothes they should — 

be colorfully and attractively dressed. The children should have then 
hands bound. The young people should be blindfolded. Have them — 
as bedragled looking as possible. They move across the stage stopping 
in a hunddled group at one side. ; 

(The present day Filipina costume is one of the most outstandingly 

beautiful and unusual dresses to be found anywhere. It consists of a 

long skirt reaching to the ankles. This is made with a long rounded 
train which when pulled up and fast- 
ened—six inches from the end, pinned 
about six inches below the waist—on 
the left side, allows the petticoat to 
show and forms a pretty drape on the “4 
side. The waist is made of a material — 
much like starched mosquito net upon 
which are embroidered or stamped 
beautifully. colored flower designs. 
The waist opens in front and is ‘per- — 
fectly plain with low rounded neck. 
It is pinned at the waist to fit snug- 
ly over the skirt band. The sleeves — 
are very wide and stiff and stand up 
and out at the shoulders. They reach © 
to the elbows. A square of the same 
stiff material—about 32 inches square 
—is folded diagonally. This is folded 
over and back three times on the diag- 
onal, until a very artistic arrangement 
is formed, which when pinned together — 
at the points forms a triangular collar- 
cape effect which is slipped on over 
the head, the long part being flat 
against the back, the folded part 
coming over the shoulders and fitting 
in with the top of the sleeves, the ends 
being pinned in front. 

Reader—The Bible was a closed book. To 
read it was taboo and brought peril of 
prison and death. To offer a Bible for 
sale was to risk death. Christianity 

Photo courtesy Philippine Free Press. became a religion of fear. 
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Said Rizal,“You say she snatched us from error and gave us the 


_ true faith: do you call faith these outward forms, do you call religion this 


traffic in girdles, in scapularies; truth these miracles and wonderful tales 
that we hear daily? Is that the law of Jesus Christ?” 


Nevertheless the Philippine Islands were called a Christian nation. 


Action—Miss Filipinas slowly moves to chair at center where she sits 


‘ = 


dejectedly, her followers squatting on their heels about her. (The 
- stage grows darker.) 


3 “TABLEAU III. 


Reader—Vices of all kinds grew up. Virtual slavery existed. Usury 
was common. One of the greatest curses was gambling. Cockfighting 
spread more widely than opium smoking among Chinese. 


z Action—Enter men in ragged clothes—short trousers and shirt tails pull- 


ed out. Seating themselves before Filipinas they begin gambling with 
cards and coins. Two men carrying roosters enter and squat on their 
heels—one on each side of Filipinas. They continue petting the cocks 
and paying much attenttion to them (Bring the roosters to the re- 
hearsals so that they will become used to it all.) 


TABLEAU III. 


Reader—Education was neglected except for the Spanish and the very 
wealthy. : 


The Spaniards made little progress in sanitation. All over the 
Islands leper outcasts were driven out of towns, tho usually they were 
allowed to enter one day a week to beg. As a preventive for cholera 
the priest organized processions headed by one of the images of the 
saints or of Christ. 


Action—Enter beggars and sick who squat on their heels at the feet of 
Miss Filipinas in begging attitude. Rosary beads and charms to keep 
away evil influences hang from their necks. Some carry images. 
(Dolls dressed in ankle length dresses and having halos will do for 
images.) 


TABLEAU IV. 


Reader—One star alone shone thru the darkness, Rizal, the martyr hero. 
Hear his call to the Filipino youth. (Light on Rizal as he enters. A 
spot light with color wheel or a stereoptican with colored glass slides 

will add greatly to the tableau effects thruout this pageant.) 
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‘Action—Rizal enters, walks slowly across the stage, looks at the - 

and cross, then at Filipinas and those about her. In this position 
recites: “Where are the youth w 
will consecrate their golden hour 
their illusions, and their enthusiasm to 
the welfare of their native land? — 
Where are the youth who will gen- 
erously pour out their blood to wash 
away so much shame, so much crime, — 
so much abomination? Pure and spot- 
less must the victim be that the sacri- 
fice may be acceptable! Where are — 
you, youth, who will embody in your- — 
selves the vigor of life that has left 
our veins, the purity of ideas that has 
been contaminated in our brains, the 
fire of enthusiasm that has been © 
_quenched in our hearts? We a 
you, O youth! Come, for we await 


1? 








you!” (Rizal goes out.) : 

TABLEAU V. a 

Reader—In 1896, wearied by the oppress- _ 

ive rule of Spain, the Filipinos revolt- 

ed. The Filipino youth had heard the _ 

call. a 

Action—Filipino soldiers bearing flag of the Philippines come to the 3 


stage. They place the flag in front of the Spanish flag and the cross. oS 
(Many of the soldiers had no regular uniforms but wore a light blue : % 
gray with a very fine stripe in it, regular sack coat with a belt on out ~ 
side, long trousers, and a large straw hat with the front brim turned — 
up and fastened with a triangular emblem with a K in the center of it.) 


(The Filipino flag is made up of three sections; an equilateral 
triangle of white next to the staff and as long on each side as the flag 
is wide and upper half of blue; and a lower section of red. The red 
and the blue are the same as in the United States’ flag. Imagine a3 
by 5 flag with an equilateral triangle of white next to the staff. 
Imagine a line drawn from the point of the triangle farthest away 
from the staff and reaching to the end of the flag. Above this line 
the flag is blue. Below it the color is red. In each point of the triangle 
is a yellow, five-pointed star 314 inches across. In the center of the 
triangle is a yellow sun, 5 inches in diameter. From it radiate 8 sets . 
of yellow rays. There are three rays in each set. The central ray — 
is 44 inch wide at the base and 7” inch at the top and is ie inches $ 
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, long. On each side of this ray is a similar ray 3 inches long, 14 inch 
4 at base and 1% inch at top.) 


as TABLEAU VI. 


Reader—In 1898, the American squadron under Commodore Dewey en- 
tered Manila Bay and destroyed the Spanish fleet. 


= eton= Sound of guns in distance. 


American sailors and soldiers bearing American flag march across 
the stage to martial music, place flag in the standard at the right of 
stage and march out. Miss Filipinas stirs considerably and raises 

-.. her head to listen. All remain on stage for next episode. 


EPISODE II. 
America in the Philippines. 


Stage as before—with Spanish and Filipino flags gone. The Amer- 
ican flag remains on right side where soldiers placed it. As the scene 
progresses the lights become brighter until at the last the lights are 
on full force. 


Prelude—“‘America.”’ 


TABLEAU I. 


- Reader—The peace speaking guns of Admiral Dewey heralded a new era 
for the Islands. It was now possible to take the Gospel to the not less 
than 8,000,000 people who for 300 years had been fettered by bonds 
almost worse than those of heathenism. God gave into the hands of 
American Christians the Philippine Islands and thus laid upon them 
a tremendous responsibility. And how have America and her mis- 
sionaries met this challenge? 


As a first contribution to the new development, full religious 
_ liberty was granted. The Bible which had been a closed book became 
legally an open book: Heretofore the Bible had been prohibited. No 
translations into the dialects were available and ‘but few copies in 
Spanish were obtainable. Today the Bible has been translated into 
eight dialects and the New Testament into four more. It is true that 
priests have more than once collected Bibles and publicly burned them, 
but the people can easily buy more. 


_ Action—Music, “Holy Bible, Book D ivine.” 






cers Enter a minister with a large Bible, open. He goes to Miss Fili- 
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_pinas, takes the bandage from her eyes aan offers her te O] 
She puts down the chained Bible and with manifest interes . a 
open one. He takes place behind Miss Filipinas. . ae = 


e 


TABLEAU FE 


of Filipino children have learned the ee language. a 
young and old wants to study. ae 


Action—Enter man or woman, or both, dressed in cap ‘and ai gore ¢ 
ing books. Takes off some of fetters and some blindfolds fror 
young people with Miss Filipinas. Stands behind her. 


TABLEAU III. 


Reader—Thruout the Islands troops of Boy Scouts are learning the Sc 
Code and practicing the Scout Law of a good deed every day. 


Action—Boy Scout bugle call. 


Enter group of Boy Scouts who raise up a beggar or two and ‘un- 
bind some of the boys around Miss Filipinas. , Stand to the side, with 
friendly hands on the shoulders of boys they have unbound. ~ 


TABLEAU IV. 


Reader—With most of the students, athletics is taking the place of the ; 
cockpit, but the love of cockpit gambling still fetters hundreds of 
thousands of the older men. 


Action—One or more baseball players enter, try to drive the csc fletia 
from the stage, succeed only in making them go to one side, and slates 
near Miss Filipinas. Be 


TABLEAU V. 


Reader—The medical work of the Government is slowly freeing the Fili- ee 
pinos from a paralyzing fatalism. The people are learning that man 
may become master of smallpox, malaria and even leprosy. Today — 

the Island of Culion takes care of 5,000 lepers—the largest leper — 


station in the world. Every month lepers are being cured a sent 
from the colony. ! . 


‘ae 
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Action—Men dressed in white gee with Red Cross bands on arms enter, 
raise up beggards, untie and raise up children, then move to side and 
- back. 


ES 
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- TABLEAU VI. « 


_ Reader—Filipino nurses who are being trained in Government and mis- 

: sion hospitals are helping to relieve suffering and to reduce the death 
rate among children. In the schools the teachers are trying to teach 
the children to are for their own health and to avoid the common 
diseases of the Islands. 


_ Action—Enter nurses who unbind and raise up some of the children, 
present them with tooth brushes, towels, soap, etc. They move with 
children to side and back. 


_ TABLEAU VII. 


Reader—Hand in hand with the Government have gone the missionaries 
with the open Bible; Sunday Schools and churches; a seminary and 
training schools for ministers, Bible women, Sunday School and Daily 
Vacation Bible School teachers; educational institutions like Silliman 
Institute and the mission Union High School where the Bible is one 

of the text books, where Jesus Christ is honored as Lord and Saviour, 
and where character building is stressed; dormitories and student 
centers where Christ rules; and hospitals where souls as well as bodies 
are cured. All of these agencies have had their part in loosing the 
fetters of the people. 


Action—Music, “Onward Christian Soldiers.” 


Enter characters representing the various institutions—S. S. 
teacher with a picture roll gathering a group of the children about 
her, showing the picture and giving each a Bible. Union Theological 
Seminary student carrying a Bible. A girl from Silliman, wearing a 
white skirt and middie and red tie and having a Silliman band on 
arm or forehead or across chest. Another girl with the same costume 
and green tie, wearing band of Union High School. Young men from 
these schools, wearing bands with “Silliman,” or “Union High School’ 
on them. These may be dressed in white or in dark coats and flannel 
trousers or in light summer suits. A nurse with a Bible and wearing 
a ribbon with the words “Mission Hospital.” (Other characters may 
be used.) 


While these come in, raising up the last persons from the floor 
and loosing the last rope from Miss Filipinas and helping some of 
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the children and young “eapie to throw off. the aces g 
are worn over more attractive clothes, Miss Filipinas becor 
awake and looks about in interest. Characters group tl 
artistically about her, Lights are getting brighter and brigh er. 
the last person approaches Miss Filipinas to unbind her, she ! 
to rise, the ragged covering falls from her shoulders and she stan 
before the audience either in white or draped in the. Filipino 
students to help you with this pageant. 





Finale— 
Miss Filipinas stands erect and looks about her. é 


The sound of “Philippines, My Philippines” (Tune—“Maryland, 
My Maryland.”) is heard. Children in white or in red, white and 
blue march in singing. They carry the Filipino flag which they plac 
in the standard ready for it on the left side, opposite the American | 
flag. All who represent the Philippines may sing with the children. 
All other characters, Magellan, soldiers, etc., may come on after the | 
children, during the singing. 


PHILIPPINES MY PHILIPPINES 


I love my own my native land, Philippines, my Philippines 

To thee I give my heart and hand, Philippines, my Philippines. 
The trees that crown thy mountains grand, 
The seas that beat upon thy strand, 

Awake my heart to thy command, Philippines, my Philippines. 


Miss Filipinas speaks: My fetters have been loosed. Great changes — 
have taken place. Wonderful advance has been made. Even greater 
and more wonderful things must be accomplished. Many of my youth 
are education mad, but they are learning little of unselfishness. The 
love of money possesses many of them. Selfish intellectual pride and — 
discouraging indifference are showing themselves in the lives of 
hundreds of those who have received a scholastic training that should, 
but does not, fit them for service. Many of my people have given up 4 
their old beliefs, but as yet they have not accepted the teachings of — 


Christianity and in matters of religion my leaders are drifting with 
the current. 


Thousands of young men, lured by cheap jazz and dancing girls, - 
are squandering their time and money and lowering their moral stand- — 
ards in the cabarets and dance halls. ae 


Thousands of older men are spending their Sundays gambling in 
the cockpits instead of seeking spiritual strength in the churches. Pe. 


Prhicdaands of the older women are still rattaréd by chains of super- 
; a beitioi: and ignorance. 





What can save us? What can make us all that we desire to be? 





_ Action—The sound of “Jesus Saves, Jesus Saves,” is heard. More child- 
| 2 ~ ren and young people enter singing, “Jesus Saves, Jesus Saves.” (No 
special costume is necessary, but red, white and blue dresses or head 
bands or arm bands or diagonal shoulder bands will add greatly to the 
: i effect. The Dennison colored paper will be cheaper than cloth.) They 
eS carry the Christian flag. (Small flags made be made of paper and 


| flag like the other flags used. The Christian flag is of course white 
_ with a red cross on a blue field in the upper corner nearest the staff.) 
All except Miss Filipinas may join in singing. 


L "Miss Filipinas speaks again: “Jesus saves, Jesus saves! Yes, that is 

3 the solution of my problem. Every boy and girl for Christ. Every 
"man and woman for Christ. That shall be my goal. But who shall 
' win them? The Filipino Christians will do their part. The new United 
Evangelical Church of the Philippines can do much, but it must fight 
its own battle for self-support. Who will win the Mohammedans of 
Mindanao? Who will win the pagans of Palawan? From the Moros 
in the south to the mountain people in the north, thru islands scarcely 
touched by Christianity of a living Christ, comes the call—who will 
win them? Will you answer that call and help to make my nation a 


$ -» What is your answer? 


- Action—“Jesus Savior Hast Thou Messages to Send,” sung as a solo 
_ would be effective here. It may be in the index as “Here Am I, Send 
Me.’’) 


All sing, “Lead On, O King Eternal.” - 








b> Note: —Extra copies of this pageant may be obtained from ‘The Board of Foreign 
Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., 156 Fifth Avenue, New York; 
from Mrs. C. .R. La Porte, First Presbyterian Church, Chico, California; or from 
(O~- -P. La Porte, Legaspi, Albay, Philippine Islands. Price 5 cents U. S. currency. 

A Filipina costume may be borrowed from Mrs, C. R. La Porte, Chico, California, 
or "from the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions. 











. a3 colored with crayola for each child. There should, however, be a large 


truly Christian nation? The field is white, the harvest plenteous. - 
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